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Numerous letters reached Trumbull before the call for
the Cincinnati Convention was issued suggesting that he
be a candidate for the presidency in opposition to Grant.
One of these, dated Roslyn, Long Island, November 30,
1871, was from John H. Bryant, brother of William Cul-
len Bryant, who said that both himself and his brother
desired to see him elected President and that if he should
be a candidate he could count on the support of the Even-
ing Post.

Silas L. Bryan, of Salem, Illinois, the father of William
Jennings Bryan, wrote under date, December 19, 1871,
that he considered Trumbull the Providential man for the
present crisis and that if he would consent to be a candi-
date for the highest office he (Bryan) would take steps to
promote that desirable end. To this letter Trumbull
replied that to be talked about for the presidency im-
paired the influence he might otherwise have to promote
the reforms which he labored to bring about. He did not,
however, refuse Judge Bryan's offer of assistance.

Joseph Brown, Mayor of St. Louis, wrote that he would
rather see Trumbull nominated for the presidency than
any other man of either party. To this letter Trumbull
made a reply similar to that given to Judge Bryan.

Walter B. Scales, ex-judge of the supreme court of
Illinois, wrote: "You saved the Republican party in the
impeachment trial and I now hope you may save the
country from corruption, pillage, high tax, class legisla-
tion, and central despotism."

Jesse K. Dubois, auditor of Illinois, perhaps the most
sagacious and experienced politician in the state, wrote,
after signing the call for the Cincinnati Convention:
"With you as our candidate I would wager we carry this
state anywhere from 30,000 to 50,000 majority as against
Grant."idate, pro-
